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Mission Statement 
 

St Joseph was a worker. 

The community of St Joseph’s works hard together 

We respect and care for each other. 

We are open to and for each other. 

We make wise choices and always do our best. 

We learn to live life to the full. 

Jesus said: I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. John 10:10 

 

Rationale 

At St. Joseph’s we believe that pupils should be taught to read fluently, understand 
extended prose and be encouraged to read for pleasure. Reading is of the utmost 
importance because it impacts on all aspects of the curriculum. With the gift of 
reading children have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, 
socially and spiritually. Reading is also closely linked to writing. It is by reflecting 
upon and discussing texts that pupils come to understand how writers write and to 
develop an awareness of the relationship between author and reader. At St. 
Joseph’s we immerse our children in a rich language environment using quality texts 
and engaging teaching methods to encourage the analysis and appreciation of the 
written word. 
 

Aims 

Our aims are for all children at St. Joseph’s: 

 To become independent readers who orchestrate a full range of reading clues 
(phonic, syntactic, graphic, and contextual) monitoring and self-correcting 
their reading 

 To be interested in books, read with enjoyment and evaluate and justify their 
preferences 

 To read for different purposes 

 To value and thus care for books 

 To gain an understanding of their own and other’s worlds and thus develop 
their personal intellect 

 Through reading, to develop their powers of imagination, creativity, 
inventiveness and critical awareness 



 To use their reading skills to retrieve information as part of their learning 
across the curriculum 

 To be able to discuss the books they have read, relating to plot, characters 
and themes 

Action and Implementation 

Reading at St. Joseph’s Primary School is taught daily across the school and across 
the curriculum.  We follow the National Curriculum (2014) which states that children 
should “read widely and often, for both pleasure and information” that they should 
also be given opportunities to “appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage” and, 
crucially, to use “discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and 
explain clearly their understanding and ideas.” 

The 2014 Curriculum divides reading skills into two dimensions: 

 Word Reading and Decoding 

 Comprehension 

Both of these elements are essential to success and are clearly linked to the other 
aspects of Literacy: speaking and listening, writing, grammar and vocabulary. 
Reading is a developmental process and part of life-long learning. We encourage 
and praise children at every stage of it. 
 

Teaching and learning of reading across the school 

Children at St. Joseph’s Primary School first learn to decode, segment and blend 
words through rigorous, daily phonics teaching, following the Letters and Sounds 
programme (See Phonics Policy). Particular attention is paid towards vocabulary 

extension and basic comprehension strategies. Once pupils have moved on from the 
Letters and Sounds programme (most children are off the programme by the 
beginning of Year 2), they participate in daily English lessons where they continue to 
learn reading through Shared and Guided reading. Teachers actively model 
comprehension strategies and make use of Talk Partners to further develop 
children’s inferential skills and knowledge of authorial intent. Reading is taught in its 
own right, as well as a valuable tool which permeates the entire curriculum. Children 
read outside the daily English lessons for information gathering, research and for 
pleasure. All classes have regular opportunities to listen to and enjoy texts that are 
beyond their own reading ability. 

Reading is taught in a range of ways:  

 Guided Reading 

Guided Reading is taught daily in small groups to enable children to become fluent in 
reading skills such as prediction, summarizing, inference, deduction, word meaning 
or author purpose and layout. In the Foundation Stage, the teaching of reading is 
initially done as shared reading with the class teacher and teaching assistant. 
Children then begin to participate in ‘Guided Reading’ sessions. This may only be for 



5 or 10 minutes in the very early stages, in groups of 3-4 children. Our aim is that by 
the end of the Foundation Stage the majority of children will be participating in 
guided reading on a weekly basis. In Key Stage 1 and 2, all classes have a daily 
allocated guided reading slot in the timetable following a ‘carousel’ model that allows 
for 5 sessions across the week.  Each child has at least one Guided Reading 
session a week with the teacher, and additional sessions are carried out by Teaching 
Assistants or independently. Teachers follow a Guided Reading Teaching Sequence 
which includes introducing and explaining the reading skill, listening to children read 
individually and within the group, key questioning and developing discussion 
techniques so that the Guided Reading Session becomes a hive of activity where 
focused talk is encouraged. Guided Reading is also assessed and moderated 
through follow up tasks and weekly comments and next steps targets updated at the 
back of the Guided Reading Journals. Follow up tasks include skill based activities 
focusing on the book being read in the group, poetry skills, SPAG or Phonics tasks. 

Guided Reading Aims and Objectives 

 fosters a love of reading as an enjoyable, stimulating and worthwhile activity  

 works with small groups of children who are working within a similar reading 
stage 

 provides a high quality discussion/debate forum with the Class Teacher to 
develop pupils’ comprehension skills, e.g. inference, word choices and author 
viewpoint  

 encourages children to respond to a range of quality texts independently 
through tailored follow up activities which they record in their individual 
Reading Journals 

 enriches pupils’ acquisition of new vocabulary and grammatical structures 
both in fiction and non-fiction texts so that this language is transferred into 
their talk and writing  

 promotes ‘Reading for Pleasure’ through the use of the Book Corner, where 
pupils can browse and make personal selections, and talk with real passion 
about their favourite/least favourite texts 

 targets all groups to read with the support of a Teacher/Teaching Assistant to 
focus on decoding and retrieval skills 

 

Shared Reading 

The teacher models the reading process to the whole class as an expert reader, e.g. 
reading with fluency and expression. Teaching objectives are pre-planned and 
sessions are characterized by explicit teaching of specific reading strategies, oral 
response and high levels of collaboration. The teacher’s role is that of the expert 
reader who models how the text is read. The pupils join in where appropriate with the 
reading of the enlarged text - singly and/or chorally. The texts selected are rich and 
challenging, being beyond the current reading ability of the majority of the class. 

 

 



Regular Independent Reading for Pleasure 

Class Teachers select a ‘Class Book’ for their class to enjoy having specific Focus 
Authors per term, per Year Group. Children are thus given the opportunity of hearing 
a book read by the Class Teacher at the end of the day. The ‘Book Corner’ based in 
each classroom is used to engage all pupils to read for pleasure and purpose and 
across a wide range of reading resources, e.g. poetry, fiction, non-fiction. A decoding 
poster, ‘My Helping Hand’ is displayed to support pupils’ independent reading skills. 
Pupils’ have weekly Guided Reading timetabled slots to read for pleasure in the 
Book Corner in order to make personal selections, in addition to learning how to 
locate and use all the texts. We celebrate Poetry Day in October and World Book 
Day in March and organise our own annual ‘Book Week’ with emphasis on involving 
members of the community in sharing their favourite books. To support the 
enjoyment of reading we encourage cross-phase paired-reading, where the children 
in older classes share books with younger children. Pupils and staff are 
recommended to bring in favourite books from home to share and recommend with 
each other and teachers display their favourite books on the classroom doors 

Home Reading Scheme 

From Reception-Year 6, a new scheme of graded books has been purchased, that 
compliments the current Guided Reading stock, so that children are reading two 
books at home independently and at a level that they are suited to. One to two 
books, per week, are chosen independently from their Book Corner that motivates 
pupils to read for pleasure and purpose at home. Reading workshops for Parents 
and Carers have been organised to develop skills in decoding strategies and reading 
for meaning. 

Assessment 

 Assessment is used to inform the planning and the teaching of reading. This 
takes various forms: 

 The National Curriculum has been implemented into Year 1-6, as a weekly tool in 
our planning and assessment process, along with assessment during 
independent guided reading sessions and observations made by adults.  

 In Year 2, teacher assessment and SATs provide an accurate end of KS1 
assessment for Reading 

 In Year 3-5, teacher assessment is used to make judgements  

 Evidence from pupils’ Reading Journals provide the majority of the reading 
judgment, e.g. adult observations and pupils’ responses to reading independently  

 Year 6 Sats provide an end of year Reading level based on comprehension 

How Reading is monitored: 

1. Termly Observations 
2. Book monitoring 
3. Moderation 
4. Pupil Voice 
5. Data analysis 



Home/School links  

Summer Project homework (National Curriculum spellings, Poems, Common 
Exception Words and Reading Presentations) is sent home in July in order to aid the 
transition from one class to the next. Parents and Carers are strongly encouraged to 
be actively involved in their children’s reading routines at all ages by listening to their 
children read for a minimum of 10 minutes each day, reading to their children, and by 
promoting a home environment where books are valued.  All pupils are provided with 
a Home Reading Record, which provides a good link between home and school, for 
parents to sign when they have heard their child read. In KS2 pupils are encouraged 
to record their own reflections from reading at home with the support of their parents. 
Parent/Carer workshops are carried out each term to support and promote reading at 
home 

 

 


