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Development Matters

Communication and Language
Listening & Attention

1. Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall

Understanding
2. Responds to simple instructions, e.g. to get out or put away 

an object 
3. Beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions

Speaking
4. Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 

exploring the meaning and sounds of new words

Expressive Arts and Design
Exploring and Using Media & Materials

1. Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances
2. Explores the different sounds of instruments

Being Imaginative
3. Create simple representations of events, people and 

objects
4. Chooses particular colours to use for purpose

Physical Development
Moving& Handling 

1. Draws and circles using gross motor movements
2. Uses one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. makes 

snips in paper with child scissors
3. Holds pencil near point between first two fingers, no 

longer using whole hand grasp
4. Can form some letters, e.g. letters from their names

Health & Self Care
5. Shows some understanding that good practices 

regarding exercise, eating sleeping and… 

Starting Theme:
Ourselves

Mathematics
Numeracy

1. Selects the correct numeral 1 to 5, then 1 - 10 
objects

2. Says the number that is one more or one less than 
a given number

3. knows that numbers identify how many objects and 
in a set (RG)

Shapes, Space & Measurement
4. Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 

3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D shapes, and mathematical 
terms to describe shapes

5. Selects a particular named shape
6. Can select their relative position

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Making Relationships

1. Initiates play, offering cues to peers to join them 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World
People & Communities

1. Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines.



2. Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating conversations 
and forming good relationships with peers and familiar 
adults

Self Confidence & Self Awareness
3. Can select and use activities and resources with help
4. Enjoys responsibility and carrying out small tasks

Managing Feelings & Behaviour
5. Begins to accept the needs of others and can take turns 

and share resources sometimes with support from others

The World
2. Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.

Technology
3. Completes a simple program on the computer. 
4. Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer 

software

Literacy
Reading

1. Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration
2. Recognizes rhythm in spoken words
3. Knows information can be relayed in the form of print

Writing
4. Gives meaning to mars they make as they draw, write and 

paint
5. Begins to break the flow of speech into words


