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Aims 
To have an understanding of:

Å¢ƘŜ Ψ.![!b/95 w9!59wΩ

Å¢ƘŜ Ψ.![!b/95 ²wL¢9w Ω

Å The explicit teaching of text types

Å Rhymes and poems to enable oracy and all literacy

Å How to help at home
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The twirup slikented loricantly noft the 
werfe. It vertered dwarnt the nipson 
veriforb. Jusnunctally, the twirup pooled an 
olky twend who was spooling round the 
borve.

Ψ²ƘƛŎƘ .ƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ²ƘȅΩ
(eds.) Sue Bodmanand Glenn Franklin

Read this passage, aloud, together:
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Activity 1:



Answer these questions:

The twirup slikented loricantly noft the 
werfe. It vertered dwarnt the nipson 
veriforb. Jusnunctally, the twirup pooled a 
olky twend who was spooling round the 
borve.

1. Where was the twirup slikening?

2. What sort of veriforb was it?

3. How would you describe the twend?
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What skills did we use to 
answer those questions?
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We used our knowledge of:

ÅPhonics 

ÅWord structure

ÅSight Vocabulary

ÅPunctuation

ÅSentence Structure/Syntax
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²Ƙŀǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǳǎŜΚ
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²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳǎŜΥ

ÅExpression and phrasing

ÅComprehension/word meanings

ÅLinks to knowledge of the world
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Ψ¢ƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩ  
The PM Story (Cengage PM Materials)

Decoding

Fluency
and

Phrasing

Comprehension 
1.Literal

2.Inference
3.Response
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Decoding 
Phonics

ÅPhonics are a quick step into 
reading

ÅResearch clearly shows that The 
National Year 1 Phonics Check 
άƘŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ 
attainment in phonics, but not (or 
not yet) on their attainment in 
ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅέ ό 5Ŧ9ύΦ

Sight Vocabulary

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ άǘǊƛŎƪȅέ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
reader:

Åcannot decode simply by using 
phonics

Åneeds to recognise automatically
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¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ Ψ¢ƘŜ .![!b/95 w9!59wΩ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘΥ

ÅTheright book 
ÅIn the hands of the right child
ÅAt the right time 

How does a teacher make this happen?



A Benchmark reading record gives the 
following information:

ÅThe accuracy rate on the levelled text

ÅThe level of competency in retelling and comprehension

ÅThe level of competency in fluency and phrasing

ÅSpecific information on reading skills and behaviours to inform 
planning and teaching



Book Band Reading
Level

Reading Stages

Magenta 1 ð2 Emergent

Early

Red 3 ð5

Yellow. 6 ð8

Blue 9 ð11

Green 12 ð14

Orange 15 ð16 Developing 
Turquoise 17 ð18

. Purple 19 ð20

Gold 21 ð22
Consolidating

White (Silver) 23 ð24

Lime (Emerald) 25 Extending

Lime (Emerald) 26

Ruby 27

Ruby 28

Sapphire 29

Sapphire 30

Progression of successful text reading through the Book Bands 



It is paramount that a child is reading for meaning and 
understanding. 

A child can be reading( decoding) at 100% accuracy but not 
able to retell the story or answer the questions to a 
satisfactory level. 

Retelling and comprehension must match the decoding level 
to ensure a child is a BALANCED READER.

Retelling and comprehension



Comprehension
When reading with your child you should encourage this vital part of reading

What is comprehension?

ÅComprehension is the ability to understand what  you have read

ÅComprehension strategies should be taught from the beginning stage 

of reading

ÅThe three components of comprehension are literal, inferential and 

response/applied knowledge
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Literal Questions

ÅRight there in the text

16

ON THE LINES



WOLF
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The Situation Model Kintsch & Rawson (2005)

ÅYou have read the words of the page using your word reading skills 
ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ άǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻŘŜƭέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ- a 
mental model of the situation. You are using your own cultural terms 
of reference:
ÅThe fairy tale tradition of the western world paints the wolf as villain
ÅTurkish mythology reveres this creature

ÅNative American cultures associated it with courage, strength, loyalty, 
and success at hunting. They would rub warrior arrows 
againstwolf fur to bring luck. 

Which Book and Why (Ed.) Sue Bodman and Glen Franklin Scholastic

18



Inferential Questions

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ άǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻŘŜƭέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴΦ 

Children need to learn the skill of inference: 
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BETWEEN THE LINES

Å Think and Search
Å Look for Clues



Response Questions 

ÅOn my own

ÅMy Ideas
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Developing comprehension through 
response/applied knowledge

The reader will think about what they have read and draw on and make 
connections with prior knowledge and emotions.

Why do you think..?

²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛŦΧΚ

Do you think it was right for..?

Why would..?

²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦΧΚ
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Fluency and phrasing

This must be taught from the beginning stages of reading.

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƳƻƻǘƘΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎΦ

It sounds like talking.

22



Reading and Writing are linked

ÅReading and writing are both acts of communication

ÅThey draw upon similar knowledge bases

ÅIf children read about a topic before they write about it, this 
gives them information that they can then use when writing

ÅAs children become skilled readers, they notice more than 
just the content of the text, e.g. grammar, punctuation, in a 
meaningful context- this can be applied to their writing



PM Writing

It is not so much a resource, but a process to enable:

Å Children to improve their reading and writing 

Å Teachers to improve their knowledge of their 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 





Why the explicit teaching of text types?

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ άǘŜȄǘ ǘȅǇŜ-based approaches to teaching 
writing. . .achieve spectacular improvements in pupil 
outcomes, from twice to more than four times expected rates 
ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ όWΦw aŀǊǘƛƴ ϧ 5ŀǾƛŘ wƻǎŜύ



What is a text type ?

ÅText types are pieces of writing that are created for a 
specific purpose and audiences. 

ÅEach text type contains a typical structure and some 
characteristic language features. 

Activity 

Match each text type with its purpose



Features of Text Types

Type: Persuasive

1. Discussion: Persuasive

2. Response: Persuasive

3. Exposition: Persuasive

Purpose

d. To examine issues from more 
than one perspective

e. To respond to a visual, written 
or performed work

i. To persuade by arguing one side 
of an issue



Features of Text Types

TYPE

4.   Report: Informative

5. Procedure: Informative

6. Explanation: Informative/ 
Imaginative

PURPOSE

f.  To classify and/or describe

g. To instruct someone on how to 
do something (steps)

h.   To explain how or why     
something occurs



Features of Text Types

TYPE: 

7.  Recount: 
Informative/Imaginative

8.Description: 
Informative/Imaginative

9.Narrative: Imaginative

PURPOSE

a.  To retell a series of events

b.  To describe the characteristics 
or features of a thing or a 
phenomenon

c.  To entertain, amuse or instruct



Description

ÅIt is a very important text type as it can be used in isolation or as part 
of may other text types 

ÅA description describes the characteristics or features of a thing or a 
phenomenon

ÅIt can be informative or imaginative



Descriptiontext structure
ÅTitle

ÅIntroduction: Defines the subject

ÅThe characteristics:

Details are given to describe the subject ( see Describing Bubble with shape size, colour, 

number, texture, action/doing, position sentences)

ÅEvaluation: Judgement sentence/s about the subject 



The Characteristics using The Describing Bubble
It is vital to have this on display so that it can be referred to often. 

Describing 
Bubble

Number

Size

Colour

ShapeTexture

Doing

Position



Description Shared text:
My Cousin   

Locate the structural features and characteristics using the 
description bubble

ÅTitle

ÅIntroduction: Defines the subject

ÅThe characteristics:

Details are given to describe the subject 

(shape, size, colour, number, texture, action/doing, position sentences)

ÅEvaluation: Judgement sentence/s about the subject 





Language features are taught in context  



Exposition: A Clean School Ground

ÅTitle

ÅStatement of Position

ÅSeries of arguments

ÅConcluding statement

ÅText Specific Language features

Sensing verbs e.g. enjoy, know, believe, agree, consider, understand
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Sensing



Linking the text type model to 
the classroom

The Icing: 
Using the text type to 
link to high quality 
literature and  class 
topics

The Ingredients: 
The text type



άwŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ Ŧƭƻŀǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜŀ ƻŦ ǘŀƭƪέΦ 
James Britton 

Oracy is the foundation for everything 
that is learnt about through reading and writing.
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