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Mission Statement 

St Joseph was a worker. 

The community of St Joseph’s works hard together 

We respect and care for each other. 

We are open to and for each other. 

We make wise choices and always do our best. 

We learn to live life to the full. 

Jesus said: I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

John 10:10 
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Rationale 

At St. Joseph’s we believe that the ability to speak and listen is 

fundamental to pupils' language and social development. It is an essential 

tool for all areas of the curriculum because talk underpins learning and 

thinking. It is vital that its significance is recognised by pupils, parents, 

support staff and teachers. Pupils need to be provided with many and 

varied contexts for talk but they also need direct teaching in the skills of 

speaking and listening. 

Aims 

Our aims are for all children at St. Joseph’s to be able to: 

•Communicate effectively, speaking with increasing confidence, clarity 

and fluency 

•Participate in discussions and debate in a variety of contexts 

•Listen to the views, opinions and ideas of others with increased interest 

•Articulate ideas and thoughts clearly with appropriate tone and 

vocabulary recognising audience 

•Respond to questions and opinions appropriately 

•Retell stories and poems which are known by heart 

•Ask questions with increasing relevance and insight 

• Have an interest in words and their meanings with a growing vocabulary. 

• Listen carefully in discussion making contributions and asking questions; 

• Learn a range of drama strategies and conventions. 

 

 

 

 



 4 

Action and Implementation 

Due to the nature of Speaking and Listening children at St. Joseph’s 

Primary School are encouraged to develop and enhance their 

communication skills across the whole curriculum. According to the 

National Curriculum (2014) children should be able to:  

*Listen and respond appropriately to adults and peers  

*Give well-structured descriptions and explanations  

*Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and build 

vocabulary and knowledge  

*Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  

*Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  

*Maintain attention, participate actively in collaborative conversations, 

staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments  

*Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas  

*Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard 

English  

*Participate in discussions, presentations, performances and debates. 

 *Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.  

*Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on 

the contributions of others. 
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Teaching and Learning 

Pupils have access to a wide range of speaking and listening opportunities 

that include: 

• Talking about their own experiences, recounting events 

• Participating in discussion and debate 

• Talk for writing 

• Talk Homework 

• Retelling stories and poems 

• Expressing opinions and justifying ideas 

• Listening to stories read aloud 

• Presenting ideas to different audiences 

• Taking part in school performances 

• Responding to different kinds of texts 

• Talking to visitors in school 

• Listening to ideas and opinions of adults and peers 

• Role-play and other drama activities across the curriculum. 

• Use dramatic techniques, including work in role to explore ideas and 

texts 

• Create, share and evaluate ideas and understanding through drama 

and role play 
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Teachers provide a wide range of contexts for spoken language 

throughout the school day. Teachers and other adults in school model 

speaking clearly. This includes clear diction, reasoned argument, using 

imaginative and challenging language and use of Standard English. Talk 

homework is set weekly across the school. 

Listening is modelled, as is the appropriate use of non-verbal 

communication, respecting the views of others. Teachers are also 

sensitive in encouraging the participation of retiring or reticent children. 

Learning takes place in a variety of situations and group settings. For 

example, these could include reading aloud as an individual, working 

collaboratively on an investigation, reporting findings as a newscaster, 

interviewing people as part of a research project, acting as a guide for a 

visitor to school or responding to a text in guided reading. Spoken 

Language is a focus across the curriculum and across the school day in a 

variety of settings. 
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Speaking and Listening Opportunities  

Speaking and Listening activities are carried out across the curriculum 

(See Phonics Policy): 

Opportunities are provided where: 

• speaking and listening are the focus of the teaching such as reciting and 

performing poems in our October Poet Idol competition; presenting book 

reviews or character profiles during our Book Week celebrations; 

presenting persuasive speeches on a particular theme such as showing the 

advantages of one fictional character over another; organising an 

interview with an ‘expert’, considering the role of the questioner, the 

range of questions to ask and the pace of the interview; 

• another subject is the focus of the teaching, but it is planned and 

organised in order that pupils can reinforce and practise speaking and 

listening skills, e.g. working in pairs, prioritising items for inclusion on a 

charter of pupils' rights and responsibilities; 

• pupils have opportunities to use talk to investigate, evaluate or report, 

when another area of the curriculum is the focus for the teaching e.g. 

demonstrating how to do a scientific investigation or explaining how to 

solve a two-step word problem in Mathematics. 
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Assessment 

Speaking and Listening is assessed informally each term through teacher 

and support staff observation. All teachers are responsible for 

assessment. They need to: 

• ensure that some of the key learning objectives selected for 

assessment purposes in literacy sessions have a speaking and listening 

focus (these will be highlighted on planning) 

• plan for assessments in speaking and listening 

• pay particular attention to the assessment of pupils with EHC that 

relate to improving speaking and listening. 

Home/School links  

Summer Project homework (National Curriculum spellings, Poems, Common 

Exception Words and Reading Presentations) is sent home in July in order 

to aid the transition from one class to the next. Parents are encouraged 

to support their children in the learning, reciting and performing of 

poems. Talk Homework and Talk for Writing are also actively taught 

throughout the school with the use of Speaking and Listening to 

consolidate the children’s familiarity, retelling and innovating of a story 

(See Writing Policy). 

 


