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Rationale: 
 
At St Joseph’s Primary School, we aim to provide all children with the tools they 
need to read and write.  Our aim is for all children to reach their potential and to 
have the skills to become fluent and successful readers and writers. Synthetic 
Phonics is one element that we use in teaching the children reading and writing 
skills. Children enjoy access to books and literature throughout the school day 
and hear stories read to them by different adults.  Parents are invited to come to 
school to share books with the children. We follow the Letters and Sounds 
curriculum and personalise learning and teaching to meet the needs of each 
individual. Our aim is to provide students with a solid foundation in Phonics, that 
is reinforced in contextualized play within the classroom to ensure that students 
are able to apply their knowledge in their writing and across different 
curriculum areas. 
  
Nursery: 
In Nursery, students explore Phase 1 of Letters and Sounds through the 7 aspects 
including, Environmental, Rhyme Awareness, Sound Discrimination. Students 
explore these concepts through their play both indoor and outdoor and within 
daily group work sessions. It is crucial in Nursery that Phonics is contextualized 
within the provision so students are able to make links between their phonics 
knowledge and apply their skills, for example, being able to recognize initial 
letter sounds when looking at books or illustrations. 
 
Reception: 
Throughout the year, students are taught the graphemes and phonemes 
associated with Phase 2 and 3 of Letters and Sounds and how to apply them in 
their writing. Phonics is taught daily in 20 minute sessions. These are then 
followed by English sessions focused on aspects of reading and writing, in which 
students are able to apply their phonics knowledge in a variety of ways, both 
indoor and outdoor. This knowledge is further applied in Guided Reading 
sessions, in which students explore aspects of oral reading and blending, as well 
as comprehension exercises. In conjunction with the teaching of synthetic 
phonics, students are also taught to read sight words, that are sent home each 
week for students to memorize and practiced in class. These words, which 
cannot be sounded out, are frequently encountered in their Guided Reading 
books and will help students to gain fluency in their reading. 
 
 
Year One: 
At the beginning of the year, students will ensure a firm foundational knowledge 
in Phase 2 and 3 of Letters and Sounds before moving throughout the remaining 
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Phases of 4, 5, and 6. Students are taught in small focused groups according to 
their ability level. Students will encounter a wider variety of graphemes and 
phonemes, which will be practiced and tested each week in Spelling tests. 
Students will also have the opportunity to apply their phonics knowledge in 
Guided Reading sessions, where oral fluency and comprehension is of key 
importance. In addition to their phonics learning, students will also continue to 
learn high frequency words that cannot be sounded out each week. Teachers 
across the year levels will moderate judgments on students learning 
continuously to ensure students are being challenged and engaged. At the end of 
year one, all children take the Year One Phonics screening test.  For those 
children who do not reach the national expectation, extra help and intervention 
is provided for them in Year 2.  They will take the test again at the end of Year 2. 
 
Year Two: 
In Year Two, students apply the skills and knowledge they have acquired in 
English sessions in contextualized and topic-led reading and writing activities.  
In this year level, students are expected to have a firm grasp of phonics skills, 
however, students who are still requiring more support in their learning will 
have small group sessions, or 1:1 intervention. 
 
 
Resources used: 

 Letters and Sounds document 
 RWI flashcards (to help students remember letter formation) 
 Key word lists (see Appendix) 
 Year One Phonics Screening documents 
 National Curriculum documents 
 Development Matters curriculum/Early Learning Goals and objectives 

 
Assessment: 
Assessment opportunities of students’ phonics knowledge and skills will be 
identified in planning documents. Formal assessments will be carried out at the 
end of each Phase cycle and at the end of terms. Teachers will moderate and 
discuss judgments across year levels and use a variety of diagnostic, formative, 
and summative tools and evidence. This evidence will be presented in Pupil 
Progress meetings and tracked throughout the year. These assessments will 
further be shared with parents at appropriate points throughout the year. These 
assessments will help to inform judgments in standardized tests at the end of 
EYFS. All children take part in the Phonics screening test at the end of Year One. 
 
SEND: 
Across the year levels, Phonics sessions are planned to ensure students are 
working at their ability level and challenged appropriately. Students with special 
educational needs are included in this differentiation and are further supported 
within sessions and classes by additional personalised resources, and 1:1 
support. Teachers ensure that SEND students are given opportunities in a variety 
of ways to incorporate and explore their phonics knowledge and skills in their 
play and with focused, personal targets. 
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This policy forms part of the wider Literacy policy documents at St Joseph’s, and 
is to be used in conjunction with all aspects of Literacy including Communication 
and Language, Speaking, Listening, and Understanding. 
 
  


