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Development Matters
Communication and Language

L&A - GOAL
U

1. Able to follow a story without pictures or props
2. They follow instructions involving several ideas or actions
3. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their 

experiences an in response to stories or events
S

4. They use past, present and future forms accurately when 
talking about events that have happened or are to happen in 
the future

Expressive Arts and Design
E & U M & M

1. Understands that they can use lines to enclose a space, 
and then begin to use these shapes to represent objects

2. Beginning to be interested in and describe the textures of 
various things

3. Uses various construction materials
4. Beginning to construct, stacking blocks vertically and 

horizontally, making enclosures and creating spaces
5. Joins construction pieces together to build and balance
6. Realizes tools can be used for a purpose
7. Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where 

needed
8. Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble 

and join materials they are using
BI

9. Initiates new combinations of movement and gesture in 
order to express and respond to feelings, ideas and 
experiences

10. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through design and tech, art, music, dance, role play and 
stories

Physical Development
1. Can catch a large ball
2. They move confidently in a range of ways, safely 

negotiating space
H & SC

3. Children know the importance for good health of 
physical exercise, and a healthy diet, and talk 
about ways to keep healthy and safe 

Starting Theme:
Living Things

RE topics: Assembly, 
ascension, Pentecost 

Mathematics
1. Begins to identify own mathematical problems 

based on own interests and fascinations
2. They solve problems including doubling
3. They solve problems including halving
4. They solve problems including sharing

SSM
5. They use everyday language to talk about size to 

compare (quantities) and to solve problems 
around the following topics: weight, capacity, 
position, distance, time and money



Personal, Social and Emotional Development
MR

1. They take account of one another’s ideas about how to 
organize their activity

2. The show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings
SC & SA

3. Confident to talk to other children when playing and will 
communicate freely about own home and community

4. Shows confidence in asking adults for help
5. Confident to speak to others about own needs, wants, 

interests and opinions
6. Can describe self in positive terms and talk about 

abilities 
MF & B

7. They talk about how they and others show feelings

Knowledge and Understanding of the World
PC 

1. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same 
things, and are sensitive to this

TW
2. Can talk about some of the things they have observed such 

as plants, animals, natural and found objects
3. Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes 

over time
4. Shows care and concern for living things and the 

environment
T

5. Completes a simple program on the computer. 
6. They recognize that a range of technology is used in places 

such as homes and schools
7. They select and choose technology for particular purposes

Literacy
1. Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters 

of the alphabet
2. Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are 

increasingly influenced by their experiences of books
3. Knows that information can be retrieved from books and 

computers
W

4. Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts
5. Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters 

of the alphabet
6. Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate 

meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in 
sequence


